
 
CULVER CITY CERT NEWSLETTER  

e-mail:  CERT@culvercity.org     web site:  http://www.culvercitycert.org/ 

Page 1 

Contact Information 

   President                   Vice Pres.             Treasurer                     Secretary            Operations Mgr.      Logistics Mgr.    CCARES 

Perry Waldow        Joel Falter       Robin Turner      This could be you    Erik Mayer        Jose Saenz      Bob Pine 

 

    District 1 Mgr.        District 2 Mgr.            District 3 Mgr.                      Training Mgr.         Vehicle Mgr.        Fundraising Mgr. 
Steve Goldstein     Marty Zisner     Michael Landau M.D.      Earle Hartling      Marty Hente       Steve Elstein 

 

Contact CERT  at: 310.253.5903; info@culvercitycert.org; www.culvercitycert.org  

To submit an article:  newsletter@culvercitycert.org 

 

       Fire Department Contact Information  

Christine Parra - Emergency Prep. Coordinator / CERT Liaison 310.253.5909 
 

Summer 2010 Edition 
The Traditional color of Culver City CERT Blue has gone Green é  

Written By S. Benjamin, Newsletter Editor, Newsletter@culvercitycert.org  

 

     Over the last  ten years CERT has brought you wonderful articles such as 

òThe death of rescue randyó, òLessons Learned from incident commandó, 

òWound Infectionsó, and many many more. But with the growing population of 

Culver City CERT, which is a wonderful thing, our funding gets depleted after 

sending out so many newsletters, as does the rainforest. So although we are 

sad to say it, there will be no more printed newsletters. It will not only help 

CERTsõ bottom line, but it will be better for the environment as well.  

 Though we know how much you all love the newsletter and how you 

canõt live without it, since you read every edition from cover to cover, so we have found a happy medium. 

From now on CERT will be posting the newsletter electronically on Culver City CERTsõ website 

(www.culvercitycert.org) and you will receive an e-mail with a copy of the newsletter attached so you can 

download and read the newsletter on your computer or print it yourself. 

 Again, while we will miss the opportunity to continue sending out the newsletter é at the same 

time we revel in the fact that the Culver City CERT community has grown to be so large that we can no 

longer send out the newsletter. This is a day to be proud, we have a growing population of enthusiastic 

volunteers, and we are not only saving money for the organization but for the city too. And on top of     

saving money we are positively impacting the environment by saving paper! 

                    Raise your hand if you have a pet. 
 

 According to the American Pet Products Manufacturers Association it is 

estimated that 63 percent of American households have a pet, which means 

many of us need to prepare our pets in case of emergency. Preparing pets can 

be as simple as making sure they have enough food and water; to the more    

difficult task of making sure you have copies of all appropriate documents       

(i.e. licenses, vaccinations), and medications.  

 For information on preparing your pet for emergencies please visit       

redcross.org. On the left side of the screen click on òPreparing and Getting Trainedó, click on òPrepareñHome & 

Familyó and you will see òPetsó on the left side of the screen.  Once you click on òpetsó you will be provided with 

valuable information to help you and your family prepare your beloved pet for an emergency! 
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WHAT CERT MEANS TO ME 

  

Commitment  

Empowerment  

Responsibility  

Teamwork  

  

 I am committed to serve my       
community as an emergency service worker 
day or night when needed. With my training 
and support I feel I'm empowered to be a 
vital part of a professionally trained team 
who can make a difference in any        
emergency. 

 As District Manager I have the              
responsibility of managing District 1. I have 
grown as a person this past year learning 
how to work with CERT members and    
officers to have a cohesive organization. 

 Finally with teamwork with my fellow 
CERT and CCARES members we can 
really make a difference. This makes me 
feel good  being part of an organization that 
save lives. 

 These are not the same words as     
Community Emergency Response Team 
but describes  how I feel about being a 
member of Culver City CERT and 
CCARES. I worked hard and learned 
many skills as I volunteered for many       
positions.  The support and training I       
received from all of my fellow CERT and 
CCARES members really inspired me to         
become an officer in both CERT and 
CCARES to better serve my community.   

 I recently tested for my Extra Ham 
license and after 3 months of daily study 
and passed the test.  I felt very proud. I also 
became a Volunteer Examiner for Ham   
Radio testing. 

  For me CERT and CCARES are 
part of my life now.  At work I am on the 
Safety      Committee and advise the Health 
and Safety  department on Emergency   
Issues.  I Teach CPR(AED), and First Aid 
for all the employees at my company.  I 
want to thank CERT and CCARES for    
enriching my life and allowing me to help  
others. 

  

Steve Goldstein, CERT District 1 Manager  

CCARES Secretary 

If you know someone who is interested in taking a CERT class 

this year please visit the CERT website to download a sign-up 

sheet. The website is listed above and the dates for upcoming 

classes are below. 

 

 

Class 2010-001  CLASS 2010-002  Class 2010-003  

Feb. 23, 27, Mar. 6, 

& 13  

Jul. 13, 17, 24, and 

31  

Oct. 19, 23, 30, and 

Nov. 6  

 

A big thank goes out to all of those who contributed   

pictures to this edition of the CERT Newsletter: 
 

Mike Landau, Stephanie Benjamin, Clip Art, Bob 

Pine, Carol Newman and Molly Messmer. 

 August 7 --- Car Wash 

Fundraiser!  
 

 

Time and location will be 
available closer to the time 
of the fundraiser, so keep 
an eye out for an email 
with the details on how 

you can participate! 

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities!  

 

See the calendar on page 12 for upcoming events! 
The CERT final drill can always use some bodies! 
And the CERT booth at Fiesta La Ballona needs 
lots of help. 

CERTôS Annual Picnic  - September 11 

 

 Itõs almost that time of year again, CERTõS annual    

picnic to celebrate, meet and enjoy the company of the     

hundreds of CERT members that we have trained over the 

years. As well as meeting and greeting the firefighters in our 

community. For more information or to help set up, clean up, 

or cook please contact Steve E. at: selstein@msn.com  
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A special thank you  é 
 

 CERT would like to thank Westside Print Center, a business that has 

been a part of the Culver City community for 40 years (formerly PIP Printing). 

They donated a poster for the CERT team walking in the Relay For Life this 

past May to honor the life of Captain Steve Rankin who passed away earlier in 

the year. Not only did they  donate a poster, but they made individual vinyl 

signs for each participant on the team to wear as they walked the track. This is 

not the first time Westside Print Center has donated to CERT; every time there 

has been a need they have always come through by printing, designing and/or 

donating materials for CERT. 

 Additional thanks and very honorable mention goes out to Mrs.        

Hartling, (Earle Hartlingõs wife) and their son, who kept the CERT team fed and 

watered throughout the event by making home made goodies so our energy 

would stay up for us to walk the track for the full 24 hours. They made sure we 

had breakfast, lunch, dinner, and even cupcakes!  

 Also, we would be remiss without thanking the entertainment that Dr. 

Mike Landau (district 3 manager) provided for a very lucky group of first aid 

volunteers.  

 As a team member it was wonderful to see so many new CERT faces 

come out to help make our team a success. And as a part of the first aid team, 

I am happy to report that the worst injury suffered this year was a bee sting!   

Top left: Earle walks the track wearing his support for Captain Rankin. Top right: 

Stephanie points to her sign supporting Captain Rankin! Middle: Mia poses with 

CERTõs team poster. Bottom: Operations Manager Erik, chats with CERT President 

Perry, sporting his sign in honor of the late Captain  Rankin.  

Fire Department Promotions / Retirements 

Then Now 

Fire Chief Eastman Retired!  

Interim Fire Chief Sellers Fire Chief 

Battalion Chief White  Assistant Fire Chief 

Fire Marshal Richard Gallagher Retired 

Battalion Chief Bowden Fire Marshal 

Captain Bischoff  Battalion Chief 

Captain Wells  Battalion Chief 

Firefighter/Paramedic Nagy  Captain/Paramedic 

Firefighter/Paramedic S. Sullivan Engineer / Paramedic  

Probationary Firefighter Miller Firefighter 

Probationary Firefighter Stills Firefighter 

 Thereõs a long    

running joke told at the  

beginning of each CERT 

class about how it wouldnõt 

be a good idea to fill your 

emergency kits with Jack 

Daniels and chocolate. And 

though that statement 

holds true, what can be 

taken from the joke is how 

we should have items of comfort in our kits.  

 Since disasters can figuratively and/or literally 

rock our world it is important to put some comfort 

items in your kit, games/toys for your children, your  

favorite book that no matter how many times you have 

read it you still look forward to reading it again!   

 Of course these items are in addition to your 

essential emergency kit items including: food and   

water, a first aid kit, sheltering items, protective  

equipment and more. For a list please visit our      

website: www.culvercitycert.org 


