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By Perry “DATMAN” Waldow

"Head for the doorway"
An enduring earthquake image of California is a
collapsed adobe home with the doorframe as the
only standing part.  From this came our belief
that a doorway is the safest place to be during an
earthquake.  True--if you live
in an old, unreinforced adobe
house.  In modern houses,
doorways are no stronger than
any other part of the house and
usually have doors that will
swing and can injure you.
You are safer under a table.

"Beachfront property in Arizona"
The idea of California falling into the ocean has
had an enduring appeal to those envious of life in
the Golden State.  Of course, the ocean is not a
great hole into which California can fall, but it is
itself land at a somewhat lower elevation with
water above it.  The motion of plates will not
make California sink; California is moving
horizontally along the San Andreas fault and up
around the Transverse Ranges.

"It's hot and dry -- earthquake weather!"
Many people believe that earthquakes are more

common in certain kinds of weather.  In fact, no
correlation with weather has been found.
Earthquakes begin many kilometers below the
region affected by surface weather.  People tend
to notice earthquakes that fit the pattern and
forget the ones that don't.  Also, every region of
the world has a story about earthquake weather,
but the type of weather is whatever they had for
their most memorable earthquake.

"Big earthquakes always happen in the early
morning"
This myth may be so common because we want
it to be true.  Several recent damaging
earthquakes have been in the early morning, so
many people believe that all big earthquakes
happen then.  In fact, earthquakes occur at all
times of day.  The 1933 Long Beach earthquake
was at 5:54 pm and the 1940 Imperial Valley
event was at 8:37 pm.  More recently, the 1992
Joshua Tree earthquake was at 9:50 pm and the
2003 San Simeon event was at 11:15 am.  It is
easy to notice the earthquakes that fit the pattern
and forget the ones that don't.

HHHHaaaavvvveeee    aaaa    bbbbaaaallllllll    aaaatttt    tttthhhheeee    CCCCuuuullllvvvveeeerrrr    CCCCiiiittttyyyy
FFFFiiiirrrreeeeffffiiiigggghhhhtttteeeerrrrssss’’’’    AAAAnnnnnnnnuuuuaaaallll
BBBBaaaallllllll....        KKKKeeeeeeeepppp    yyyyoooouuuurrrr
eeeeyyyyeeeessss    aaaannnndddd    eeeeaaaarrrrssss
ooooppppeeeennnn    ffffoooorrrr    mmmmoooorrrreeee
iiiinnnnffffoooorrrrmmmmaaaatttt iiiioooonnnn....



Los Angeles National
Cemetary Event

Hello fellow CERTizens.

During this past Memorial Day
weekend, CC CERT was asked to
provide first aid services at the
annual flag placing at the L.A.
Nat'l. Cemetery in Westwood.

Our illustrious V.P., Stephanie,
and I met at St. 1 on Saturday,
May 28. We drove the C.V. (aka
CERTmobile) on the freeway
without incident. A bit noisy due
to lack of weather stripping
around the doors and windows.

Once there, we set up quickly.
Compared to last
year's pop-up tent,
this time it was a
breeze. We were

met by Kathleen Lally-Arena, a
nurse in the school district. Her
son participated in placing flags.

This year the event was honored
by a fly-by from the L.A.P.D. and
L.A. Sheriff's helicopters. In fact,
the L.A.P.D. pilot used the
loudspeaker to thank all of the
participants.

Well, onto our life saving duties!
Last year, we saw and treated a
whopping total of 3 victims. This
year, we had a 300% increase in
business! Yes, that comes to an
even bigger number----9!

The list included one nosebleed, a
headache (brought on by a sugar
rush from the mother feeding the
boy juice/pastries/etc.), nausea,
cuts and abrasions and a pinch to
the lower back (from a fellow boy
scout getting too rough).  Band-
Aids and ice packs were the items
used mostly. Unfortunately, the
C.V. did not have water bottles
this time.

As I mentioned in
last year’s
newsletter piece
regarding this flag
placing event, the
site of all of those

thousands of flags waving is
awesome.  Stephanie and I placed
flags as we did last year.

Being part of this event is a small
way of showing gratitude to those
who gave the ultimate sacrifice for
our freedom. Let us never forget.

Michael Landau, M.D.
Dist. 3 Manager
CCARES Vice Director

1 minute Hazardous
“HAZMAT” Materials

review
By Stephanie Benjamin

It’s not easy to
remember all of
the information
taught in the 22
hour CERT
course. This “1
minute review” is intended to give
you a little help so that in the
event of a HAZMAT emergency
you will know what the categories
of hazardous materials are, and
remove yourself from the danger.

The first letter of each word in the
sentence “Every Good Fire
Fighter Often Plays Really Classy
Music” matches the first letter of
each hazardous material class, as
you will see below. We hope this
helps you to remember the nine
classes of hazardous materials,
which are a STOP sign for CERT
members.

Mnemonic The 9 Classes of
Device Hazardous Material

1. Every 1. Explosives
2. Good 2. Gases
3. Fire 3. Flammable Liquids
4. Fighter 4. Flammable Solids
5. Often 5. Oxidizers
6. Plays 6. Poison
7. Really 7. Radioactive
8. Classy 8. Corrosive
9. Music 9. Miscellaneous

Thank you to Santa Monica Fire
Captain Fernando Padilla for this
clever tip!

Eco Station

Thank you to the following CERT
members who helped at this year’s
First Aid station at Eco Station:

Margaret Fujisawa
Justin Gardner

Marty Hente
Ted Kreps

Mike Landau
Tim Messmer

Carol Newman
Peter Ruscetta

Joel Salz

CONGRATULATIONS!

We’re happy to announce that six
more CERT members have earned
their ham radio licenses. They are:

Christine Sabihon    KG6ZLI
Theodore Kreps    KG6ZLJ
Joel Falter        KG6ZLK
Nancy Geitgey       KG6ZLL
Shakeel Syed           KG6ZLM
Laura O’Neal    KG6ZOM

Hope to hear from all of you soon
on the Sunday night nets!

One of the visitors to the CERT
vehicle at Eco Station
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Carol Newman with a visitor



DONATION - FUNDRAISING
CORNER

During the last several months, we had a successful
fundraising campaign reaching out to the local Culver
City and adjacent Los Angeles businesses.  They
have been very generous in providing donations of
gift certificates and items to use at our
annual picnic for a raffle as well as
some items specifically to be used in
supporting the operations of CERT.
The following businesses were more
than willing to help out.  Please call upon these
merchants to provide them your business and thank
them for their support when you see them.

We did our best to maintain an accurate listing of
donations.  However, if any business was not
mentioned below, our apology is extended and we’ll
make every effort to make mention during the next
newsletter.

Armand’s Discount Inc., Howard Steinberg, Fire
Place Tool Set

AutoZone, Gonzalo Lopez, miscellaneous items
including tie down straps, checker and Yahtzee
games, CD holders, notebook folders

Bagge & Son, Inc., Tom Vardon, $200 cash (was
mentioned in previous newsletter)

Bakery Outlet, Shantane, Hamburger & Hotdog
Buns and Pastries for Picnic

Batteries Plus, Allan Goldman, Battery Charger
System

Blossoms, Lori Ige, $25 Gift Certificate for Flowers
City of Hope Thrift Shop, Ruth & Bernie Waldow,

3 Picture Frames
Costco, Lashen Ford, $25 Cash Card
Culver City Industrial Hardware , Sam Damji,

Food Processor
Culver Motor Clinic , Jeff Gillette, $35 Gift

Certificate for Oil Change
Ed Little Auto Service, Inc., Bob Little, $50 Gift

Certificate
Flavor & Flair , Barbara Hernandez, $50 Gift

Certificate for scrapbook class
Novecento Pasta & Grill, Angela Vianello, $40 Gift

Certificate
Pacifico’s, Joey Ramirez, $50 Gift Certificate
PIP Printing , Sheila Benjamin, Paper Donations for

fundraisers
Pottery Plus, Howard Sutton, Bamboo Plant
Ralph’s Market, Martin Navarro, $25 Gift Card
Soda’s Flowers, Laura Alones, $25 Gift Certificate
Shoe Mart, Gary Longman, $75 Gift Certificate
Speedy Tees, Tony Hernandez, $120 Gift Certificate

for 12 Custom Tee Shirts
Stellar Hardware, Rob Barber, Grass Seed-One

Seed Spreader
Tools To Go, Andy Okfuskee, Top Grade Pry Bar

Trader Jim’s Camera-Video, Jim Riesman, $50
Gift Certificate

Wanna Bagel, Jamie Back, 20 Gift Certificates for
Coffee/Beverages

Washington Place Automotive, Inc., Corky, Free
Oil and Filter

Washington Sportswear, Tony Hernandez, $30 Gift
Certificate for Clothing

Waves Hair Salon, Jump Kwon, $30 Gift Certificate
for Full Cut and Shampoo

We extend a hearty thanks to all of these businesses
for their support.
Joel Salz and Stephen Elstein

IIIInnnn    RRRReeeemmmmeeeemmmmbbbbrrrraaaannnncccceeee
We lost three of our CERT members recently.

Ferdinand Fichman was in our first
CC CERT class and was a member
of CCARES.  He and his wife,
Joyce, were active in the county
DCS program.

Esther Tarn, also in our first CERT
class, was one of the original members of CCARES.
She was the principal author of the CCARES Bylaws.

Antoinette Norris joined CERT in
2002 and was part of the Lakeside
Village NERT. (pictured at left)

We will miss them all.

Eadie

Siegel

and

Peter

Tom

Keller,

Dale

Leider,

and

Elaine
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Front L to R:  John P., Eva M., Lorena T., Shyno C., Cory S., Catherine Y., Kristin M., Randi W., Iris J.
Back L to R: Jess C., Cathy K., Pam P., Jane L., Lamiae C., Paul G., Duane S., Charles H., Janet H.

July / August 2005 Class Graduates

Shyno Chacko    Jesse Craig Paul Garth

Patrick Hayden    Charles Hoult Janet Hoult

Iris Jystad    Jane Leonard Eva Mass

John Perez    Mariann Perrault Pam Portillo

Cory Schmissrauter   Lorena Tauber Randi Woodrow

  Catherine Yanda

Repeat after me . . .

Jane Leonard testing the hose with Duane
Samples providing back-up support



A rooftop view of the July/August CERT final drill

Paramedic/Firefighter Chuck Baird
demonstrates the •fireman•s carryŽ

with future CERT member
Sammy Landau, age 6 1/2

Looks like Sammy•s having the time of his life!

Thank you to the ham
radio operators who

came to help the summer
CERT class:

Steve Bein
Pat Duncan
Joel Falter

Nancy Geitgey
Mike Landau
Laura O•Neal
Lynn Pedigo

Susan Peterson
Gerald Rathan

Christine Sabihon
Joel Salz

Jerry Schwartz
Walt Shubin
Tracy Sulkin

Many thanks to the CCFD for their help
with the summer CERT class:

Chief Gallagher   Capt. Graner & crew
Capt. Young & crew  Capt. Savage & crew

Kenny Powell and Juan Fregoso
Capt. Kinnon & crew    Capt. Crone & crew

Chief Syverson

Cathy
Kawahara
practicing
on Pam
Portillo

with
CCFD•s
Kenny
Powell

observing

Paul Garth, Lamiae Cramer, Randi
Woodrow, and Catherine Yanda working

together at cribbing and shoring

Six of the graduates in this CERT
class heard about CERT from

members Diane Black or Dale Leider.
Thank you Diane and Dale!

Everyone„tell your friends and
neighbors about CERT.
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