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President’s  Message
         By Dave Benson

It has been a pleasure
serving as President of
the CERT Board of
Directors this year.  We
have an outstanding
group of Board
Members who are very
enthusiastic and work
well together.  With the
skills and talents of our
Board Members, CERT
has expanded the
programs that we offer,
such as the CERT
Training Classes and the
DAT Program.  I would
like to especially thank
Andra Kai Shaw for the
great job she has done in
organizing the CERT
Training Program and
Perry Waldow for
developing the excellent
presentation material
used during DAT
presentations.

Although the CERT
Board has decided it
would not be in our best
interest to become a non-
profit organization,
fundraising remains a
high priority.  Our
fundraising chair, Joel
Salz has actively
solicited supplies and
cash from many vendors.
To date CERT has
received first aid
supplies, tools,
computers and gift
certificates from large
corporations such as

Sony, Home Depot and
Toyota.  As a result of
Joel’s efforts, CERT can
accept physical items,
gift certificates and cash.
Since CERT does not
have a checking account,
CERT cannot accept
checks.

We have made the final
edits on our by-laws.  By
the time you read this
article, we should have
our by-laws.  Robin
Turner  has spent a lot
of time working with our
attorneys and the Board
of Directors to complete
the by-laws.  We
appreciate the time and
effort that Robin has
devoted to preparing our
by-laws over the last few
years and thank her for
her persistence in
completing this project.

Our new by-laws state
that board positions go
from January to
December.  Our Board
was very effective this
year because we had a
mix of new board
members with fresh
ideas and existing board
members.  The
combination of the two
groups created a very
high level of enthusiasm.
We are looking for new
board members to join
the board beginning in
January, 2003.  Please
call me at 310-253-5903

if you would like to be
considered for a board
position.

Those of you who
attended the August
General Meeting /
Annual Picnic at Carlson
Park know that we had
an outstanding event.
Carol Newman, our
District One Manager,
organized the picnic and
prepared much of the
food.  I heard a rumor
that she took off a few
days from work to do the
cooking.  Carol, I have
good news and bad news
for you.  The good news
is that you did a fantastic
job, the bad news is that,
since you did such a
great job, you get to do
this again next year.

I look forward to seeing
all of you at our next
General Meeting on
Thursday, November 7th.

Congratulations to Jim
Ballew, Earle Hartling,
and Brooke Powell on

becoming licensed
drivers for the CERT
Command Vehicle.



    

By Earle Hartling

CERT On Call at the Movies
By Jody Reichel

A couple of months ago, two Culver City CERT
members (who wish to remain anonymous) were
sitting in a theatre waiting for a movie to begin when
a woman began to yell that a little girl was choking.
Someone else yelled, "Call 911."  The CERT
members realized that the girl, not more than two or
three years old, was just two rows in front of them.
Her mother was hitting her on the back to no avail.

Luckily, the Culver City CERT members
had taken our fire department's CPR
course.  One of them picked up the girl,
who couldn't have weighed more than 30
pounds, turned her upside down and

slapped her on the back.  Out came the hard candy
she'd been choking on.  The crisis was over, but the
little girl's sister, herself only four or five years old,
had been so frightened she couldn't stop crying.  The
second CERT member went to sit with the family for
a few minutes to help them calm down, giving the
sister a drink of water, and talking with them.  By the
time the movie started all was quiet and everyone
stayed for the whole show.

To find out more about CPR courses offered by the

Culver City Fire Department, call 253-5999 ext. 6891.

The next CPR class date is Saturday, November 2, 2002.

         In Remembrance
                       By Robin Turner

We lost one of our more active CERT
members to cancer a few months ago.
Beverly Violin was extremely active in
our community and she and her
wonderful husband Efrem have been

active in CERT from the beginning.  Their daughter
Kathy and son-in-law Nathan are new CERT
members.  A memorial scholarship fund has been set
up in Bev's honor at the Culver City High School.  If
you would like to contribute to this fund, please make
your check payable to "Culver City Community
Scholarship Fund" and designate it to the "Beverly
Violin Scholarship Fund" in the memo section of your
check.  If you call me, I will pick up your check and
take it over to the high school for you.  My phone
number is 253-5903.  If you live near (or know)
Margaret Fujisawa, you can give the check to her and
she can pass it on too.  The Violin family and I thank
you in advance.

2003 CERT Classes

Class 2003-001
Tuesday, February 18th    7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, February 22nd   9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 1st         9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 8th         9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Class 2003-002
Tuesday, June 3rd           7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 7th         9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 14th        9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 21st        9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Class 2003-003
Tuesday, September 16th     7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 20th    9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 27th    9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 4th          9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

1.  Thou shalt always keep thine own self safe.

2.  Thou shalt do the most good for the most people.

33.  Thou shalt walk, not run.

44.  Thou shalt never go it alone.

55.  Thou shalt know thine own limitations.

5  6.  Thou shalt always stay up, up and away.

 7.  Thou shalt always follow directions from above.

 8.  Thou shalt neither freelance nor cowboy.

 9.  Thou shalt always know the score.

10.  Thou shalt always be prepared.

Does CERT have your current email address,
mailing address, and phone numbers?  If you’re
not sure, please contact your district manager
and update your information.  Thank you!  ☺
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FEMA Training On-line!
              Info from Earle Hartling

Have you gone through CERT
training or re-CERT and still
hunger for more knowledge about
emergency response?  Well, you're
in luck!  FEMA's Emergency
Management Institute has
developed an Independent Study
program consisting of self-paced
courses designed for both the
general public and people who
have emergency management
responsibilities.  Subjects include

hazardous materials and
radiological emergencies, disaster
preparedness and mitigation,
incident command system,
emergency response to terrorism
and many others.  These courses
are offered free-of-charge to all
who qualify for enrollment, and
college credit can be obtained
through a for-fee service after
successful completion of a course.
The CERT trainers are now taking
these courses and so can you.

Each Independent Study Course
includes lessons with practice
exercises and a final examination.
The course material can either be
downloaded directly from the
FEMA web site, or, if you have a
slow printer, you can have FEMA
mail the material to you.  For the
final exam, you can either mail it
in for scoring or submit it directly
via FEMA's web site.  Those who
score 75 percent or better
are issued a certificate
of achievement from
EMI. Course
completion times
vary from two to
fourteen hours
depending on the
course and the student's
background (that's according to
FEMA, I don't think anyone will
take fourteen hours).

FEMA’s web site address:
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/
ishome.htm

Andra Kai Shaw and Erika Hoekstra
recently passed their Ham radio test.
If you want to take the test to become
a Ham radio operator, please contact
Walt Shubin at 253-6848 or by email
at WaShubin@worldnet.att.net

Remember, the CCARES net is on
Sunday nights at 8 pm on 144.330.
Be sure to check in and say hi!

Thank you to the
following CERT
members for
helping at the
First Aid booth
at the June 2002

Relay for Life:  Michael Landau,
Erik Mayer, Josh Salz, Andra Kai
Shaw, and Ben Stapholtz.

RE-CERT TRAINING
Many of you completed the CERT
recertification in April of this year.
Thank you for attending and we
trust it was a valuable refresher for
you.  There will be one last re-cert
date offered this year for anyone
who has not yet gone through the
re-cert training.  The date will be
Saturday, December 7 from about
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Please remember
that if you started your initial
CERT training before the year
2001, you are being asked to
attend the re-cert.  Reminder
letters will be sent out in
November and we will ask you to
please RSVP.

Trea$urer’s

Report

e have made some
wonderful strides since our

last CERT newsletter.  Our tee
shirt sales have skyrocketed and
we are continuing to acquire a lot
of donated merchandise through
the incredible energy of Joel Salz.
Between the CERT picnic and the
last general meeting alone, we
collected $200 in tee shirt sales.

e now have a total of $440
in cash.  Joel has collected

thousands of dollars of items and
gift certificates by pounding the
pavement and getting concerned
and caring businesses to give us
some of the items we need.  If you
would like to help Joel in
acquiring the items we need for
drills or call outs, or if you have
any ideas on businesses that might
help us out, please contact him
and let him know your thoughts.
We also are pursuing the use of a
fabulous grant writer.  Culver City
CERT is really taking off.

egarding our bylaws, the
CERT Board has finished the

body of the bylaws and is just
putting on the finishing touches
before the final hard copy is
printed.  We have come a long
way and I think our bylaws are
one of the best CERT bylaws out
there.

ee you at the next meeting or
drill,

Robin Turner
Treasurer
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Sharon Hyland-Elstein & Robin
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CCARES / CERT members enjoying the best
pancakes in town!  From L to R:  Ferdie and Joyce
Fichman, Dick Heineman, and Robin Turner

Paramedic Mike Nagy, CERT members Vitalicia
Sandoval & Eleanore Fahey, Firefighter Jim Valantis,
Capt. Rich Gallagher, and Firefighter Kevin Carlson

Andra Kai Shaw at Station 2
L to R: Jose Saenz, Jerry Schwartz, Barbara
Vineis, and Richard Kaldwell at Station 3

L to R: Joel Salz, Lynn Baril, Carol Newman,
and Susan Peterson at Station 1

Thanks to the following people,
all three fire stations were

represented by CERT and CCARES.

Gil Barela Dale Leider
Lynn Baril Charles McCain
Ernest Beaulieu Carol Newman
Zena Beaulieu Susan Peterson
John Belding Jose Saenz
Dave Benson Joel Salz
John Cantrell Josh Salz
Alan Corlin Lena Savaiinaea
Chuck Curts Jerry Schwartz
Chris Forthmann Andra Kai Shaw
Dick Heineman Walt Shubin
Patrick Horton Hans Spielmann
Richard Kaldwell Paul Struhl
Marty Kapp Robin Turner
Tom Keller Barbara Vineis
Michael Landau Perry Waldow

Thank you to the CCFD for the wonderfu l
dinner provided to the CERT and CCARES

volunteers for Fire Service Day!
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